Improving Prognostic Modeling in Myelodysplastic Syndromes.
Myelodysplastic syndromes (MDSs) are a heterogeneous group of disorders characterized by the accumulation of complex genetic alterations that drive disease pathogenesis and outcome. Several prognostic models have been developed over the last two decades to risk stratify patients with MDS. These models mainly used clinical variables including blast percentage, cytopenias, cytogenetics, transfusion dependency, and age. Recently, somatic mutations in specific genes have been shown to impact overall survival in MDS and can be incorporated into established prognostic models to improve their predictive abilities. Here, we review the advantages and disadvantages of established prognostic models in MDS and the impact of emerging data regarding the incorporation of somatic mutations in risk stratification.